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Good morning,

This is Anupriya taking you through today’s news. e
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Start your morning with a scoop: My colleague Claudie obtained EU countries’ responses on
whether current copyright rules are the place to protect performing artists from Al
deepfakes - the short answer is, actually, they're inclined to think not. More details below.

But today’s big news is that Google has put out details of its offer to the EU to

remedy competition abuses attached to its advertising technology (adtech) business -
which the Commission decided against in September, fining the tech giant almost €3
billion for adtech self-preferencing and inherent conflicts of interest.

Google’s proposed fixes are a plethora of product changes. It surely won't shock anyone that
the tech giant is not offering to divest or sell parts of its adtech business, which it claims
would disrupt companies that rely on them.

The Commission told me on Thursday that it received Google’s proposals this week (the
company was given 60 days to come up with an offer). However, a break-up of Google is
still on the table, according to a Commission spokesperson, should its assessment of
Google’s product tweaks find they don't fully address its concerns.

Enjoy the read!

Here’s what we've got in store for you today:

New - potentially final - draft puts some bite back into digital sovereignty declaration
Google offers product tweaks, not a break-up of its adtech empire, to remedy abuses
EXCLUSIVE: EU countries raise doubts about using copyright law to tackle deepfake risks
Commission allegedly used ChatGPT to answer documents request related to Al

From the Capitals

Wider developments

Agenda

Today's stories

New - potentially final - draft puts some bite back into digital sovereignty declaration

Euractiv has obtained a new draft of the Declaration on Digital Sovereignty, which member

countries are due to sign at next week’s Berlin summit. The document’'s metadata marks this
text as final. This version of the document seems more ambitious in certain regards than an

earlier one.

The text again refers to public procurement, for example, saying that its “targeted use” can
be relevant to “support the demand for and market share of EU suppliers, thereby reducing
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strategic dependencies”. It also argues that “Europe’s most sensitive data should be granted
effective protection from undue external interference or extra European laws”.

On the other hand, it now calls for digital sovereignty “in an open manner” - weakening the
overall ask.

Google offers product tweaks, not a break-up of its adtech empire, to remedy abuses

After the European Commission found in September that Google’s adtech business had
abused EU competition rules - a decision that led to a €2.95 billion fine - the tech giant on
Friday proposed a series of remedies that, unsurprisingly, do not include breaking up its
adtech business. Though the Commission has said this possibility remains on the table.

In its offer to the EU, Google said it would introduce several product changes, including
deprecating unified pricing rules in Google Ad Manager. It said this change would allow
publishers to set different minimum prices for bidders, rather than applying a single floor
price. It also said it would expand so-called open bidding measures to improve transparency
for publishers.

To address a conflict of interest identified by the Commission, Google also said it will make
real-time bid amounts from its AdX exchange available to rival publisher ad servers. A
Google spokesperson claimed the proposed changes “fully address concerns and minimise
disruption for businesses”, while maintaining that it disagrees with the Commission’s
findings and intends to appeal.

The Commission confirmed to Euractiv on Thursday that it had received Google's offer. “We
will now analyse Google's proposed measures to assess whether they effectively bring the
self-preferencing practices to an end and address the situation of inherent conflicts of
interest,” Commission spokesperson Arianna Podesta said in a statement. Read more.

EXCLUSIVE: EU countries raise doubts about using copyright law to tackle deepfake
risks

Most EU countries have told the Danish Council Presidency that copyright may not be the
right start to tackle deepfake concerns as national rules differ greatly in how they approach
the matter, according to a discussion document obtained by Euractiv.

For performance artists, deepfakes pose a specific commercial risk as physical attributes -
like their appearance or voice - are an integral part of their work but are not typically
protected in the same way as, for instance, a song or a book is under copyright rules.

Countries warned that any legal changes at the EU-level would require an assessment of
national laws as deepfakes can be tackled under civil, criminal, or even data protection laws.
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Read more.
Commission allegedly used ChatGPT to answer documents request related to Al

An Irish civil society organisation has filed a complaint with the European Ombudsman
which accuses the Commission of using ChatGPT to answer a document request.

The Irish Council for Civil Liberties had asked for information about Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen'’s sources for her claim in a speech that Al would reach parity with
humans next year. The organisation now says that metadata in the document it received
indicates that the Commission used ChatGPT to draft parts of it - while the EU executive’s
own guidelines for using generative Al tools say Al output should never make its way
directly into public documents.

The Ombudsman told Euractiv it is still weighing whether to open an inquiry. A Commission
spokesperson, meanwhile, said its guidelines on using Al are internal. She did not comment
on whether Al had actually been used in this instance.

From the Capitals

Italy | Meta joins fight against regulator’s classification of CDNs under telecoms rules:
Meta submitted an appeal on Thursday against an Italian regulator’s decision to treat
content delivery networks (CDNs) - cloud-based services that boost the speed and
accessibility of streamed video - as telecom services. The approach means CDNs face some
of the same regulatory requirements as telecoms services in Italy. Cloudflare brought a
similar legal action at the end of October.

Wider developments

EU opens DMA investigation of Google over news site rankings: The Commission
opened a new investigation under the Digital Markets Act (DMA) against Google on Thursday
- saying it would look into whether the tech giant's search results are “demoting” news
outlets and publishers when they include sponsored or commercial material. Read more.

Capitals urge haste on e-commerce parcel flood but adjourn until next month:
Economy ministers on Thursday put their stamp on charging customs duties for cheap
parcels from 2028 - eyeing the surge in popularity of e-commerce platforms like Shein and
Temu - and, in the same breath, said they want the reform to take effect much sooner than
that. But further details on how to accelerate the reform plan will need to wait for further
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Council talks in December. Read more.

The Pope warns Al could erode patient care in healthcare: But studies suggest that Al
tools may free up an hour a day for clinicians to spend with patients. Read more.

Data & Privacy | Parliament backs EU-Singapore Digital Trade Agreement: The
Parliament’s Plenary approved the digital trade deal between the EU and Singapore on
Thursday. Some left-wing MEPs had warned that the agreement did not put strong enough
requirements in place to guarantee privacy protections for citizens’ data.

Data & Privacy | EU Court rules newsletters don’t need consent if obtained via sign-
up: The Court of Justice of the EU yesterday ruled that a platform publisher does not need
to obtain user consent under the ePrivacy Directive to send free newsletters if the user has
already signed up for a free account on the platform.
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