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— The Commission plans to delay the implementation of high-risk Al controls by a
year. Unlike with privacy changes, the backlash is mild.

— Metaiis the latest tech company to slam an Italian regulator.
— Google doesn’t feel much like being broken up.

Good morning and welcome to Morning Tech. This is Pieter. It’s Friday, you know the
drill, just say those four letters: TGIF.

As always, send the hottest tech policy news and gossip to Pieter, Mathieu and Eliza.

OMNIBUS LATEST — THE Al DELAY IS ON: As things stand, the European Commission
is set to propose delaying the implementation of rules on high-risk artificial intelligence
systems — which pose risks to people’s safety, health and fundamental rights — by at
least a year.

Those rules were set to apply in August 2026, but the Commission plans to push that
back through a targeted amendment of the law as part of next week’s digital
simplification package.

The proposal was presented at a meeting of Commission cabinet specialists on
Thursday, where it didn’t meet resistance. It’s now heading to a meeting of cabinet
heads today and EU commissioners next week before it’s published Wednesday. We
had the latest.

From leader to deregulator: The move, if confirmed, shows the EU executive has given

in to a growing choir of tech companies, industry lobby groups and EU countries that

have pushed for a pause to the Al Act. Their reasoning has been because of a delay in
technical standards that companies rely on to comply with the high-risk Al

requirements. It also falls in line with U.S. administration requests to reduce regulatic
of tech companies. 4



A win for ... Germany, Poland, the Czech Republic, Sweden and Denmark, which all
pushed for a pause or a grace period ... plus many of the town’s prominent lobby groups
such as CCIA, DigitalEurope, ITI Europe and tech companies (even European ones, such
as ASML, which is now the chief investor in Mistral Al).

Any objections? Thursday’s news wasn’t met with pushback. “Unfortunately, a pause
now seems inevitable given the delay in developing the standards,” Irish independent,
Renew-affiliated lawmaker Michael McNamara said in a statement to Morning Tech.
McNamara is a co-chair of the Parliament’s Al group.

He argued, though, that there should be “no further delays,” adding that: “If there were,
it would undermine regulation and rule of law beyond just the Al Act.” He pushed for an
enquiry into whether Big Tech “could have engaged with greater urgency with the
standard-setting process.”

Saving the lobbying for GDPR: The same can’t be said for the other half of the
simplification proposal coming Wednesday, which has already received massive
pushback from centrist and left-wing groups.

Thursday’s meeting of Commission cabinet specialists (special chefs in EU speak)
steered clear of major changes, according to one official. Extra safeguards were
requested on two points only: giving data to Al models, and how personal data is linked
to purchases, according to the official.

Omnibus precedent: It’s notable that on Thursday, the European Parliament passed its
position on the first simplification package (covering sustainability rules) through an
alliance between right-wing parties that included the far-right. In Brussels, the far right
can no longer be ignored.

Is the fight over the bloc’s privacy rules heading in the same direction?
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META FIGHTS ITALIAN REGULATOR: After Netflix, Amazon and Cloudflare, Meta is
coming out swinging against the ltalian regulator’s push to police content delivery
networks — the geographically distributed servers that speed up web page loading,
very often owned by tech companies — under the general telecom framework. Critics
say this will open the possibility of infamous network fees through the back door.

What happened: Meta filed a legal appeal to the AGCOM’s August resolution to the
regional administrative court, a spokesperson for the company told Morning Tech.

“If implemented, it would harm the user experience by encouraging companies to rely
on connectivity outside of Italy, resulting in decreased performance and a worse
experience for Italian users,” the spokesperson said in a statement, accusing the
telecom watchdog to have ignored industry feedback on the detrimental move. “The
resolution attempts to impose network fees, despite fundamental flaws and widespree ~
criticism of similar EU initiatives.”



AGCOM didn’t respond to Morning Tech’s request for comment.

SOME WIN, SOME LOSE: Wednesday’s decision by the EU’s radio spectrum policy
group to earmark the bulk of the highly-disputed upper 6GHz spectrum band — yet to
be published, but revealed by POLITICO — to 5G and 6G over Wi-Fi purposes has left
someone involved in the lobby battle disappointed.

“Europe cannot achieve its connectivity, sustainability, or innovation ambitions without
strong, future-proof Wi-Fi infrastructure,” Kevin Robinson, the president of interest
group Wi-Fi Alliance, said in a statement. “Denying access to the upper 6 GHz band will
constrain the very technology that connects most Europeans to the internet and
provides the connectivity foundation for the region’s economy.”

Wi-Fi is doing the heavy lifting: Germany’s infrastructure industry joined the chorus of
frustration. “The upper 6GHz band is of central importance for the digital future,” a joint
press release by lobby groups BREKO, BDEW and VKU said. “High-performance Wi-Fi
based on this spectrum is the logical complement to nationwide fiber optic expansion —
and thus a prerequisite for stable, fast internet in households, businesses and public
institutions.”

SEP LAWSUIT: The European Parliament has a deadline today to file its lawsuit against
the Commission’s decision to withdraw the Standard Essential Patents proposal.
President Roberta Metsola is likely to have instructed the legal service to go ahead with
the filing, according to three parliament officials speaking to my colleague Francesca
Micheletti.

Going back: Metsola is expected to inform group chairs about the action in a
Conference of Presidents meeting on Wednesday. Should there be a strong will to
withdraw the action, she would need to bring the matter to a plenary vote, according to
the parliament’s Rule of procedure number 155.

**A message from Google: Digital Drop-Off: why it’s important to have conversations
with teens about healthy online habits while they’re still listening. Learn more.**

DIGITAL COMPETITION

GOOGLE SNUBS EU REQUEST FOR SELF-IMPOSED BREAK-UP: Google has submitted
its formal compliance proposal to the European Commission, rejecting the EU’s
demand for an asset sale, following a landmark ad tech antitrust decision and a €2.95
billion fine.

Instead of a breakup, Google proposes product and technical changes, some rolling
out within the year, aimed at opening its ad tech tools to rivals and handing more pricing
power to publishers.

Next steps: Google said that its proposal fully addresses the Commission’s concerns
without a “disruptive break-up” that would harm European publishers and advertisers. A
Commission spokesperson said that the EU executive is studying the submission,
which is expected to be executed in the next 30 days. Jacob Parry has more.

E-COMMERCE

GOING FOR SHEIN: The European Parliament is working on a resolution on e-
commerce platforms and the sale of illegal goods led by German conservative Andreas
Schwab, a Parliament official told Morning Tech. The resolution comes after French
authorities revealed that child-like sex dolls and guns were available on the e-
commerce marketplace Shein.

“I therefore urge the Commission to fully enforce European rules and to pursue the
cases against Shein and similar platforms with determination and transparency. The
European market must remain open — but it must never become lawless,” Schwab said



in a statement to Morning Tech earlier this week.

CHALLENGE: Berlin-based e-commerce platform Zalando is contesting the September
judgement of the Court of Justice of the European Union over its Digital Services Act
designation, the company told Morning Tech in an emailed statement. The General
Court upheld the Commission’s designation of Zalando as a Very Large Online Platform
under the DSA.

The ruling “would inappropriately subject nearly every online service, from media, to
supermarkets and tourism among many others” whilst “unfairly” flipping the burden of
proof on platforms to prove they shouldn’t be designated. It’s the Commission that
should prove why platforms fall under the category, it argued.

PARCEL RUSH: The EU’s trade chief wants to speed up the timeline on customs reform,
specifically to end customs exemptions for small value parcels, stemming from e-
commerce platforms, Maro$ Seféovi¢ wrote in a letter to ministers on Thursday. Our
trade colleague Koen has the full story here.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

COMPLAINT AGAINST THE COMMISSION’S USE OF GENERATIVE Al: The Irish
Council of Civil Liberties has filed a complaint with the European Ombudsman over the
European Commission’s use of ChatGPT in a recent response to an access to
documents request, according to a press release by the human rights body out this
morning.

That violates the Commission’s guidelines for staff, which say that staff “shall never
directly replicate” the output of a generative Al model, the civil society group claims.
The European Commission was contacted for a response.

Al BIG NUMBERS: Widespread Al adoption in Europe could unlock €1.2 trillion in the
coming years, including €300 billion in potential efficiency gains for the public sector,
according to a new report published on Thursday and commissioned by Google.

Cloud <3 Al: The bloc needs to step up its cloud game in order to get there, with an
estimated €400 billion needed to boost data center capacity by 2030. “We encourage
policymakers to create the best conditions for investment in Al and cloud infrastructure
through mandating choice and the establishment of an efficient, secure and clean cloud
environment across Europe,” said Giorgia Abeltino, head of government affairs at
Google Cloud Europe.

AGENDA
Enjoy that quiet Friday to catch up on e-mails.
BEFORE YOU GO

Telegram chief Pavel Durov is once again free to travel as he pleases. The social media
entrepreneur’s judicial supervision and prohibition on leaving France without
authorization has been lifted by the courts, according to an official familiar with the
proceedings, confirming reports from Bloomberg and AFP.

The Dial has a deep dive into what U.S. tech did to Ireland.

**A message from Google: Parents and guardians are the most trusted source of
advice about healthy online habits for nearly a third of teens (32%), followed by friends
(12%) and teachers (9%). Yet, teens become less reliant on parents and family members
as they grow up: at ages 13-15, more than half of teens (54%) turn to trusted parents or
guardians to learn healthy online habits; but at ages 16-18, that number drops to less
than one in five (19%), suggesting that the best time for young people to learn good
online hygiene is when they’re still more open to conversations with the adults in their



lives. Through features like supervised experiences on YouTube, parents can more

easily guide their pre-teens and teens to healthy digital habits early on. Learn more
here.**



